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an-contra concerns

i
H

 of Gates to CIA post

_ P The- eoncern being expressed by
:7’"’ By Chefles Green : several senators is that they do not
RQUTTe TSR Bureau want to-be put in a position of voting
WASHINGTON — Robert M. Gates,  on Gatgs' confirmation and then be
President Reagan’s nominee to head  confroffted with damaging disclo-

the CIA, is encountering unexpected  sures about him.
difficulties in the Senate amid con- Senatprs who are advocating a de-
cerns that kis role in the Iran-contra  lay in the confirmation say there is
affair jnay have been more extensive little to lose by adopting such an
than previously realized. approach because Gates, in the

Inflyential lawmakers said yester-  meantime, would continue as acting
day th.pt{ they were reluctant to vote  CIA director.
on Gatés' confirmation until con- “He'll be there doing his work, but
gressié_rxgl “investigators had had  put there by the President, not by
time t¢ examine the involvement of  us,” sajd Sen. Alan Cranston (D.. °
Gates and the CIA in the Iran-contra -
operatjon. ‘That examination could
take months, dashing administration
hopes;ffqr a speedy confirmation.

The Senate Intelligence Committee
was expected to vote next week on
the confirmation, but officials there
have adopted a “wait and see” atti-
tude. : -

In a statement issued yesterday,
Intelligénce Chairman David L. Bo-
ren (D, Okla.) and Vice Chairman
William’S._ Cohen (R., Maine) said
‘the cémmittee would hold another
hearing. on -Gates Wednesday and
then de¢ide how to proceed with his
confirmation.

Gates’ nomination had.been ex-
pected to.win swift approval from
the Semate, but his two days of testi-
mony:last week raised doubts about
whetHer he attempted to keep impor-
tant aspects of the Iran-contra affair
from {Congress.

Sources who were once optimistic
that the:Senate would approve Gates’

ggﬁ‘li%a;;fr.’e:‘):; dsay his confirma- - ;4 Specter, a member of the Senate
s jeoparcy. : Intelligence Committee. Specter

“Mast people aren’t prepared to . ! )
vote fow,” said Sen. Sam Nunn D. faulted Gates for his role in prepar

Ga.), @ member of both the Senate ing testimony by Casey that failed to

; : mention the possible diversion of
gl;fn.‘f:g;%gg?";g&;?ggi;? s‘pkfz funds from the Iran arms deal to the’

P . . . i Is i icara-
Iran-contrd affair. “I agree with the ar&g government rebels in N
spiritiof delaying it.” gua.

; : Specter also said that an unpub-
70 Former Senate Intelligence Com- lished report by the CIA inspector

.mitteé.Chairm.an.David Durenbe . : , S
R ) s ey B sitle £ T i e ey
— ong Whé “didn’t have anything to 51gn1f1canft (?uestl(s)ns about th(le com-
do wilh the Irancontra thing” — itit  Peency of Gates. Specter would not
“appeaysthat Gates' confirmation will ele(l)t;(t)é;tel.awmakers‘have been farl
gz rrglgz‘ds\g d-mg:ﬁgégﬂg' ?ﬁg 22;:{: less critical of Gates, but neverthe-

. . less appear leery of endorsing him -
would act quickly to confirm Gates. for fegxi‘) that the Tower commgission

report"bei'ng released today or subse- \
quent investigations could prove’
damaging. ‘ i

e ]

Pt .

Calif.), an Intelligence Committee
member.

Those supporting a delay include
Senate Majority Leader Robert C.
Byrd (D., W.Va) and the chairman
and vice chairman of the Senate
Iran-contra investigative committee,
Sens. Daniel K. Inouye (D., Hawaii)
and Warren H. Rudman .(R., N.H). .

Gates, a career intelligence officer, Robert M. Gates
served as the number-two official in CIA nominee in difficulty
the CIA for most of 1986. He became : '
acting director in December when
former Director William J. Casey was
hospitalized with a brain -tumor.

Critics of Gates have questioned
whether he was forthcoming with
Congress in November when the de-
tails of the Iran arms deal began to
surface. Sen. Arien Specter (R., Pa.)
charged yesterday that Gates might
have been involved in an effort to
cover up important aspects of the
Iran-contra affair. '

“You really have a whole pattern
here of calculated concealment,”
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